
Tuesday May25 2021

PhlesherMingo
734AvenueG
Bogalusa Louisiana70427

Re LouisianaBoardofEthics
DocketNo 2021249

DearMr Mingo

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsJune4 2021meeting consideredyourrequest
foranadvisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics Code
wouldprohibityoufromowningaprivatedrivingschoolwhileyouaretheSupervisorofChild
WelfareandAttendanceforBogalusaCitySchoolDistrict

FPACTS ROVIDED

YouaretheSupervisorofChildWelfareandAttendanceforBogalusaCitySchoolDistrict You
areapplyingtobecomeanownerofanewdrivingschool Duringyourapplicationprocess
theLouisianaDepartmentofPublicSafety TrainingandCertificationUnitadvisedthatyou
seekanopinionfromtheBoard statingthatyou arequalifiedtobetheownerofdriving
school Youarenotaclassroomteacher YourdutiesandresponsibilitiesastheSupervisor
ofChildWelfareandAttendanceareto 1 plan organize andimplementacomprehensive
programofstudentattendanceandwelfareservices and 2 providesupporttoschoolswith
alternativesolutionsfordisciplineandattendanceproblems

LAW

La RS 421111 C 1 a prohibitsapublicservantfromreceivinganythingofeconomic
valueforanyservice thesubjectmatterofwhichisdevotedsubstantiallytothe
responsibilities programs oroperationsoftheagencyofthepublicservantandinwhichthe
publicservanthasparticipated

La RS 421111 C 2 d providesthatnopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthe
publicservantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent shall
receiveanythingofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservicesrendered ortobe
rendered toorforanypersonduringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare d Neither
performedfornorcompensatedbyanypersonorfromanyofficer director agent or
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employeeofsuchperson ifsuchpublicservantknowsorreasonablyshouldknowthatsuch
personhasorisseekingtoobtaincontractualorotherbusinessorfinancialrelationshipswith
thepublicservantsagency conductsoperationsoractivitieswhichareregulatedbythe
publicemployeesagency orhassubstantialeconomicinterestswhichmaybesubstantially
affectedbytheperformanceornonperformanceofthepublicemployeesofficialduty

La RS 421116providesthatnopublicservantshallusetheauthorityofhisofficeor
position directlyorindirectly inamannerintendedtocompelorcoerceanypersonorother
publicservanttoprovidehimself orotherpersonwithanythingofeconomicvalue

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented the
Codewouldnotprohibityoufromowningandoperatingaprivatedrivingschool Owning
andoperatinga privatedrivingschool wouldnotbeprohibitedunderLa RS
421111 C 1 a becauseyouwouldnotbe receivinganythingofeconomicvalueforany
service thesubjectmatterofwhichisdevotedsubstantiallytotheresponsibilities programs
oroperationsoftheagencyofthepublicservantandinwhichthepublicservanthas
participated Additionally owningandoperatingaprivatedrivingschoolwhereBogalusa
CitySchoolDistrict studentsmightattendwouldnotbeprohibitedunderLa RS
421111 C 2 d becauseyou donotteachanywithintheBogalusaCitySchoolDistrict
Accordingly BogalusaCitySchoolDistrictstudentswouldnotbeprohibitedsources

Lastly avoidappearingtocompelorcoerceemployees students orparentsoftheBogalusa
CitySchoolDistricttoattendyourdrivingschool TheBoardotherwisedeclinestoissuean
opiniononwhetherheisqualifiedtoownadrivingschool

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheLouisianaCodeof
GovernmentalEthics TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthan
the Louisiana CodeofGovernmentalEthics theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct the
LobbyistDisclosureAct andtheconflictofinterestprovisions contained intheLouisiana
GamingControlLaw

Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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